Come Follow Me: March 18 — 24 — Matthew 13; Luke 8; 13
Who Hath Ears to Hear, Let Him Hear

Jesus used earthly common things in His stories so that all could understand. If one lives in the Holy
Land, a person learns more about native crops, animals, etc., so the imagery and understanding deepen.
For instance, the sheep images and olive tree images come alive as you learn more about them. If you
are a modern person living in Iceland, these examples are not going to carry over in the same way.

But the most well-known parables are unique in that they can be understood by anyone, anywhere, any
time. Their images are clear, because Christ personally explained the message of these parables to His
disciples (and they, in turn, have explained the messages to us). Watch to see which parables had the
most hidden messages.

Christ just told the stories to the pressing crowds and did not identify what His images were referring
too. The parable of the sower is one of those stories where the "vehicle" is there (the images of the
seeds that flourish or die for various reasons) and not the message the vehicle displays (what is true
conversion?).

Christ seemed to want to hide these messages from people (Matthew 13:10 - 17; 34, 35). Remember
that the hordes of people who came to see Him preach and heal were a very mixed group. Christ could
discern their hearts and minds. Some were curiosity seekers. Others were sincere. The Holy Ghost could
convey spiritual truths to sincere seekers. Hiding knowledge from some actually relieved them of living
up to new-found spiritual knowledge until they were more ready.

You might want to discuss this. The Lord withholds knowledge from us, too, as we learn line upon line.
It's for this reason that part of the Book of Mormon is sealed and withheld from us.

The parable of the sower (Matthew 13:1-9; Luke 8:5 - 15):

The message of the Parable of the Sower was visible in the crowds that gathered around Christ. There
were many who believed and followed and then turned away. Their testimonies were fickle. This
happens today also. Missionaries have stories about converts who have quickly fallen away, never
developing gospel roots, while others bear abundant fruit. The lesson manual encourages us to discuss
what it means to be fertile ground for the gospel message.

The wheat and the tares (Matthew 13:24 - 30; 37 - 43):

Tares are bitter and even somewhat poisonous. But they look identical to wheat when they are young.
It's impossible to pull them out when they are young without confusing them with nourishing wheat.
But they betray themselves and show what they really are as they mature. When the harvest time
comes, the wheat and tares can be separated.



Note that the tares are gathered out first and burned and only then is the wheat harvested. This will be
the order of things at the Second Coming of Christ. The wicked will be destroyed and then the righteous
rewarded.

The Parable of the Mustard Seed (Matthew 13:31, 32; Luke 13:19):

When Christ talks about "the kingdom of heaven" in these parables, He means the kingdom of heaven
on earth, or His Church. One thing you might want to discuss is that all things that God has created have
agency, and they choose to obey and uphold God. Would a mustard seed obey God by fulfilling the
measure of its creation? Would it be more obedient than we are? Probably, yes. And the size of that
seed gives no indication of the height it can grow to. This is indicative of our own potential.

Christ compares the kingdom of heaven (the church on earth) to various things in Luke 8:
A treasure in a field (v. 44); a pearl of great price (vs. 45, 46); a householder (v. 52); and a fishing net (vs.
47, 48). Again, the bad are separated from the good, and the good see the Kingdom as a treasure well

worth sacrificing everything for.

The Bible cites the women who followed the Savior (Luke 8: 2, 3):



These women followed Jesus both spiritually and physically and ministered to His needs.
To him who hath it shall be given (Luke 8:18):

Why are people who have much added upon and those who have not see things taken away? Gospel
understanding is received by the Spirit and a person who is constantly seeking the Spirit and serving
Christ gains faith and knowledge line upon line. A person who rejects the gospel and fails to nurture his
natural spirituality eventually loses it. It is similar to the parable of the sower where a hostile
environment chokes and kills what tentative life has taken root.

Ye workers of iniquity (Luke 13:24 - 35):

These verses are a scathing rebuke from Christ for those who think they are chosen because they are of
the blood of Israel. He talks about approaching heaven and trying to join Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob and
finding out the door is closed and locked. He conveys that the exalted will be from every part of the
earth and not just from the tribes of Israel, according to their worthiness.
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Matthew 13, Luke 8

Activity 1: Developing Good Soil

Materials: Styrofoam cups, potting soil, seeds of your choice (better if they are
seeds that will sprout quickly)

Instructions:

1.

Share the parable of the sower. Explain how the good soil is created by good
actions and righteous traits. Ask the family what traits would create “good
soil” in our hearts. Suggestions might be: kindness, humility, charity,
forgiveness, etc. Explain that our hearts can be full of good soil when we
develop these traits.

Have family members choose a trait to work on this week that will help them
to work on having good soil. Ask them to write down some of the ways that
they will further develop that trait. (l.e. “Kindness”-be kind to my siblings,
share my toys, reach out to someone who doesn’t have many friends, leave
positive comments on people’s social media posts).

Give family members a cup and have them write the specific trait they are
wanting to work on this week on the outside, as a reminder. Fill the cup with
potting soil and plant the seed. Water the seed and watch it sprout, checking
the next week with family members to see how they did developing the trait.

Activity 2: Soil Experiment

Materials: Potting soil, small pebbles, medium sized rocks, three flower pots, seeds
of your choice.

Instructions:

1.
2.

Share the parable of the sower.
Talk about the different kinds of soil discussed in the parable as you show
family members the three kinds of potting materials.
Have family members give examples of traits that would create each kind of
ground in a person’s heart.

1. Potting soil: charity, kindness, honesty, courage

2. Pebbles: half-truths,

3. Rocks: lying, selfishness,



Tell everyone that you will be doing an experiment this week to see which
soil the seeds will grow better in. Fill a pot with each of the types of sail.
Write on the outside the traits that go with that type of soil. Plant the seeds
and watch to see which soil they grow best in.
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FILL IN THE BLANK WITH PARABLES

Matthew 13

Activity: Fill in the Blank with Parables (Matt. 13)
Read the Scriptures at the top of the page. Show the image and fill in the blank with
the parable. Use the letters in the boxes to discover a secret phrase at the end! You

can have different people coloring the pages as well!

Answers are on Page 2

Parable activity:

Put several household objects into a large bag. Have each family member choose an
object randomly. Give family members 5-10 minutes to come up with a “parable” or
comparison they could make with the object as it relates to a gospel principle.



Matthew 13:1-23




Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43




Matthew 13:31-32




Matthew 13:33




Matthew 13:44-46




Matthew 13:47-50




Matthew 13:52




Answers

Matthew 13:1-23 (Parable of the Sower)

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 (Parable of the wheat and the tares)

Matthew 13:31-32 (Parable of the mustard seed)

Matthew 13:33 (Parable of the hidden treasure and the pearl of great price)
Matthew 13:47-50 (Parable of the net)

Matthew 13:52 (Parable of the householder)

Phrase: “He who hath ears to hear, let him hear.”
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