Come, Follow Me: August 19 - 25
1 Corinthians 1 -7
“Be Perfectly Joined Together”

By Third Hour

As we begin to study Paul’s epistle (official letter) to members of the church in Corinth, here's some

background on this fascinating place.

Corinth has an ancient history, but we're going to begin with the Romans taking over from the Greeks.

Rome conquered Corinth in 146 B.C. The Roman general killed all the men, sold everyone else into slavery



and burned the city. In 44 B.C. Julius Caesar refounded Corinth and began to rebuild. Development

continued, and Corinth became a major trade city with a population of Romans, Greeks, and Jews.

Paul first visited Corinth in 49 or 50 A.D. What he found was a vibrant city, full of traders and sailors but
pretty wild and sinful.

The city of Corinth was the Las Vegas of the ancient world. It was located on an isthmus that allowed sailors,
merchants, refugees and adventurers from all over the world to mix together, blending their customs and
ideas. Corinth was rich with agriculture and a variety of export products. The city had adopted a “pleasure
now” philosophy and nearly anything went in this party city. There was a saying; “Not everyone can go to

Corinth,” meaning that if you were lucky enough to visit Corinth, live it up!

According to one commentator, “It must be remembered that Corinth was one of the most wicked cities of
ancient times and that the church was surrounded by heathen customs and practices” (What Happens in

Corinth Stays in Corinth).

Paul was able to find converts among both the Jews and Gentiles of Corinth, and we can assume that the
most likely to convert were the people who actually lived there and were not just passing through. Still, there

was a constant pull from the uninhibited culture, and it took a lot to keep the new saints moral.

Paul not only fought against unchastity but against discord that arose among the congregations in Corinth.
He expressed in his letters that he wished he could teach them more doctrine, but he had to withhold it from

them because of their unreadiness.
That there be no division among you (1 Corinthians 1):

There were always divisions in the church between the Gentile and Jewish converts. Usually, it was because
the Jews expected the Gentiles to adopt a Jewish lifestyle when they became Christians. Remember that it
took quite a while for Christianity to be viewed by anyone as a separate and distinct religion. Originally and

for many years, it was viewed as a sect or offshoot of Judaism.

This ongoing strife, of course, generated cultural judgment that we are all-too-familiar with. A couple of

years ago | saw a Latter-day Saint woman associated with the world of entertainment. | assumed she was not
temple-endowed because of her choice of clothing. | assumed she was worldly because of her obvious plastic
surgery and thin figure. That is cultural judgment. How would the Jewish believers of Paul's time have judged

the Gentile believers and vice-versa? A good discussion.


https://comethirstyministry.com/what-happens-in-corinth-stays-in-corinth-first-corinthians/
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Note:

e Verse 11 — contentions among you
e Verse 17 — Paul's calling was not to baptize

o Verses 20 - 31 — God's wisdom is different than worldly wisdom
The Spirit versus the natural man (1 Corinthians 2):

Paul talks about how the wisdom of God can only be discerned by the Spirit and how it's a mystery. The
wisdom of the world is temporary. We can look around us today and see how much of the world's wisdom is

actually folly. The world, however, discounts the value of "unseen” wisdom.

Some people who choose to leave the Church now think they are expanding their horizons, while their
knowledge and potential is actually shrinking in relation to eternal truth. How is the wisdom of the world

"small"?
Note:

e Verse 7 — the wisdom of God was established before the world was created
e Verse 9 — it has never even occurred to men what great things God has for them

o Verse 14 — the things of God seem like foolishness to man
Milk before meat (1 Corinthians 3):

Paul has to speak with the Corinthian saints in carnal terms because they are not ready to understand the
spiritual things Paul already knows. How often does this happen with us? Some people in the Church today
complain that "meaty” doctrines and history of the Church are not discussed in Sunday School. But the
lessons are geared towards the weakest of us for our protection. Many of us are just not ready for the meat.

What is the danger of being given meat when we can only digest milk?

Paul calls the members carnal because they are choosing heroes among the church leadership to follow and
identify with. Suppose we did that? I'm of Uchtdorf and you are of Holland? Divisions would certainly arise.
But do we have favorite leaders among the Brethren? Absolutely. Is that a good thing? Discuss.

Note:

e Verse 2 — milk and meat

o Verse 4 — choosing leaders as heroes



e Verses 10 - end — Paul lays a foundation, but be careful what sort of building you build, because
Christ will try you by fire

o Verse 22 — Cephas is Peter; Kefa is Peter's name in Hebrew; it means “stone.”
The kingdom of God is power (1 Corinthians 4):

The kingdom of God is entirely opposite the kingdom of the world. The purpose of the kingdom of God is to
empower all of His children, while the kingdom of the world empowers a few and demeans and uses most
people. A recent poll showed that the thing people want most is social standing. Is that a surprise? In God's

kingdom, the poor and the meek can be co-heirs with Christ.

Paul outlines how the apostles are willing to suffer daily and even eventually give their lives to bring spiritual
power to the members of the church. Some of the members, however, are puffed up in pride. Paul wonders

whether he needs to minister to the church with meekness or “with a rod” to discipline the prideful.
Note:

e Verse 1 — how are our leaders “stewards of the mysteries of God"?

e Verse 5 — Christ will reveal the hidden mysteries

Christ our Passover (1 Corinthians 5):

y

Via Book of Mormon Central



Paul had heard that there were members who were not living the law of chastity. There were even rumors of
incest. These people had been allowed to continue worshipping in the congregation. Paul turned to the

imagery of the Passover to explain that allowing the impure to remain can pollute the entire congregation.

The Passover actually contains three holidays — the Passover sacrifice, the Feast of Unleavened Bread, and
the Honored Son first-fruits grain offering. Before the holiday, Jews rid their homes of any sort of leavening.
It's a purification for the home because the leavening represents wickedness. Paul reminds them that a little

leavening affects the entire loaf of bread.

Paul encourages the saints to purify themselves and purge the congregation of sin, so that they can be new
in Christ, "...for even Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us.” Christ is the Lamb of God, completely pure

and innocent, represented by the Passover offering.
Note:

e Verse 1 — fornication and incest
e Verse 5 — excommunicate the sinner; deliver him to Satan
e Verse 7 — Christ our Passover

e  Verses 11 - 13 — banish the wicked from the table of the saints
You are the temple of the Holy Ghost (1 Corinthians 6):

Paul had heard that members in Corinth were taking each other to courts of the land to settle their
differences. He counseled that they should be able to settle their differences within the body of the church.
One concerning thing was the image portrayed to the world. If the saints couldn't show an example of loving

one another, the church would not be desirable to anyone else.

The saints were also not turning the other cheek or forgiving those who had defrauded them. So not only

were they committing crimes against one another, they were failing to forgive perceived trespasses.
Paul gives a list of the kinds of sinners who will be shut out of God's kingdom:

Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived:

neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind,
Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

Many claim that homosexuality is not mentioned in the New Testament, but there it is. Note that these are

all behaviors, not desires. There is a huge difference.



Note:

o Verse 2 — the saints will judge the world
e Verse 19 — your body is a temple
e Verse 20 — you are bought with a price

Husbands and wives (1 Corinthians 7):

Paul is pretty equal in his counsel to husbands and wives but in several verses, he states that he is giving his
opinion and not stating doctrine. Some of Paul's counsels were used by the later orthodox church to value

celibacy and singleness as being holy, whereas Judaism emphasized marriage as the most desirable and holy
state for man. Celibacy has not always served the orthodox church well as a requirement for its priesthood.

This could make a good discussion.

Note:

o Verse 6 — Paul speaks by permission and not by commandment
e Verse 10, 27 — Paul counsels against divorce

o Verse 12+ — a believing spouse can righteously influence an unbelieving spouse



Come, Follow Me

NEW TESTAMENT 2019

UNITY OBJECT LESSON

Items Needed: One package of uncooked spaghetti*

Instructions:
o Offer one or two strands of spaghetti to someone and have him or her try to break it. This will be easy.
e Then offer the person a package of spaghetti ask him or her to try and break it. This is much more difficult, if

at all possible.
Explain that we have strength in numbers. When we are unified in purpose (as a family, ward, etc.) we are stronger.

In 1 Corinthians 10:17, Paul encourages members of the Church to be unified:

10 Now | beseech you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that ye all speak the
same thing, and that there be no divisions among you; but that ye be perfectly joined together

in the same mind and in the same judgment.

11 For it hath been declared unto me of you, my brethren, by them which are of the house of

Chloe, that there are contentions among you.

12 Now this | say, that every one of you saith, | am of Paul; and | of Apollos; and | of Cephas;
and | of Christ.

13 Is Christ divided? was Paul crucified for you? or were ye baptized in the name of Paul?
14 | thank God that | baptized none of you, but Crispus and Gaius;
15 Lest any should say that | had baptized in mine own name.

16 And | baptized also the household of Stephanas: besides, | know not whether | baptized any

other.

17 For Christ sent me not to baptize, but to preach the gospel: not with wisdom of words, lest

the cross of Christ should be made of none effect.

For additional scriptures about unity, see: Alma 48:10, D&C 6:32, Ephesians 4:13, Psalm 133:1, Philippians 2:1-4

*Note: This object lesson can also be illustrated with sticks or pencils.
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